Abstract
Introduction

31
The assessment of anthropometric and physical capacities for talent identification in team sports 32 is common as successful team sport players require a range of well-developed physical attributes [1, 2] .
33
Considerable research has explored the link between physical testing performance and talent 34 identification in Australian football at an under 18 (U18) level [3] [4] [5] . However, Australian football 35 research has highlighted that only 47.5% of athletes selected into elite U18 squads had previously been 36 selected into elite under 16 (U16) squads, highlighting issues with the talent identification process at 37 the U16 level [6] . Recent research in adolescent team sports demonstrates that differences in maturity 38 are likely to contribute to anthropometric and physical performance variation [7, 8] 
47
The Australian Football League Talent Pathway (AFL TP) is the primary developmental 48 pathway for talent identified junior Australian footballers seeking to compete in elite senor competitions 49 (i.e., within the AFL) [6] . The AFL TP is designed to accelerate the development of talented juniors to 50 ensure the sustained supply of senior talent to the AFL. 
154
The effect size (ES) of status on all measures was calculated using Cohen's d statistic. The magnitude 155 of the effect sizes were interpreted using a scale where values <0.2 are deemed trivial, 0.2-0.6 small, 156 0.6-1.2 moderate, 1.2-2.0 large and >2.0 very large [18] . For all analyses, the Type-I error rate was set 7 Binary logistic regression was used to determine which measures best explained the main effect 159 of selection (two levels: 1 =talent identified and 0 =non-talent identified). The full model was created 160 using all significant measures from the MANOVA. Subsequent models were constructed using a 161 backwards elimination method with the measure affecting the model the least subsequently removed 162 until only significant measures remained. Model fit was determined using the Akaike information 163 criterion (AIC). Odds ratio (OR) and 95% confidence intervals (95% CI) were reported for each 164 significant measure. Additionally, a receiver operator curve (ROC) was built to examine the 165 discriminative capability of the most parsimonious model by examining the area under the curve 166 (AUC). In accordance with recommendations provided by [4] , the point on the curve at which the sum 167 of the talent identified and non-talent identified scores were maximised was considered the value of 168 which a "cut off" score can be considered for identifying players.
169
Results
170
According to Pillai's trace (V), the MANOVA revealed a significant effect of status (V = 0.57, 171 F(11, 38.000) = 4.56, p<.01). Follow up univariate analysis revealed a significant effect of status on 172 biological maturity, standing and sitting height, DVJD foot, DVJND foot and the handball test (Table   173   1 The six significant variables from the MANOVA were then included in the full logistic 181 regression model. A total of four models were developed (see Table 2 
